FIRST CIRCULAR

The 11th  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1JCSDA Science Workshop on Satellite Data Assimilation
June 5-7, 2013
will be held at the

NOAA Center for Weather and Climate Prediction (NCWCP)

5830 University Research Court

College Park, Maryland 20740
(Please note that although the conference center is located outside the secure zone and no
building pass is required, photo ID may be required.)
For Dining and accommodation options in College Park:  
http://shopcollegepark.org
Introduction:
The purpose of the annual JCSDA science workshop is to review the ongoing and planned scientific development sponsored by the NASA-NOAA-Navy-Air Force Joint Center for Satellite Data Assimilation, and to coordinate these efforts. To keep a sharp focus on the JCSDA science activities and to review technical progress of sponsored activities, participation in the science workshop is by-invitation-only. Two full and one-half days will be devoted to the meeting with plenty of time for discussions, interactions and scientific exchanges, both among scientists from all JCSDA partners and with JCSDA managers and decision-makers.
The JCSDA supports scientific development work in multiple areas via internal, directed and external research projects with the purpose of accelerating and optimizing the assimilation of satellite data. External research is funded via grants and contracts awarded through a competitive process open to the broader scientific community. In addition, the JCSDA partners conduct their own internal projects and some of them are directly related to the JCSDA activities. These projects are labeled internal or in-kind contributions to JCSDA. It is essential that all these efforts be complementary and coordinated. The JCSDA science workshop aims at facilitating this coordination. At the workshop, JCSDA Principal Investigators of internal, directed and external projects and affiliated scientists are expected to report on progress and participate in discussions about future plans of the Joint Center. 
Organization of the Workshop
The JCSDA Workshop on Satellite Data Assimilation will include both oral presentations (in plenary session) and posters. To allow for open discussion, plenty of time will be made available for presenters to interact with the audience. Adequate visibility will be provided to contributions from all scientific priority areas as well as emerging ones. Externally funded scientists are expected to attend and give a progress report and indicate what they plan to do over the next year if their project is continuing. An oral presentation is expected from the externally funded scientists. 
There will also be a dedicated poster session. All presentations/posters should include some focus on collaboration and application of how the research results are or can be used operationally by one or more JCSDA partners.  Note that posters will be mounted on their panels the first morning of the workshop and will remain on display until the end of the workshop. This arrangement will allow scientists to discuss the content of the posters not only during the poster session but also during coffee breaks and lunch breaks if desired.  Break-out sessions will be reserved for group discussions of the plans and progress for the science priority areas and how ongoing efforts can be better coordinated. The discussions are expected to lead to ideas for improved collaboration and development of multiuse software; these ideas will be presented during the final plenary session.
Fee, Registration and deadlines:

Participation in the Workshop is free of charge. Arrangements for coffee and lunch breaks are being made and more information will be shared in the next circular.  

To register, you must confirm your participation by sending an email to Ana.Carrion@noaa.gov, Rene.Brown@noaa.gov with CC to Sid.boukabara@noaa.gov by May 15th 2013.

When sending an email, please indicate if the following:

· Presentation (Y/N)

· If Y, please provide the following:

· Choice of Poster or Oral. Please note that the organizing committee might modify this choice.

· Title of presentation

· Presenter’s name as well as co-authors.
Location:

The 11th JCSDA Science Workshop on Satellite Data Assimilation will be hosted in the NCWCP building in College Park, Maryland. This location offers convenient access to the Metro public transit system of the Washington, DC area (College Park/Univ. of Md Metro station, and the Metro bus). It is also within walking distance of downtown College Park, MD.

Remote Access:

Remote access to the JCSDA 11th workshop will be possible through Webex.

Please connect to:

https://star-nesdis-noaa.webex.com/star-nesdis-noaa
Password is: Workshop2013
The conference call-in number is: 1-877-953-5586, participant code is 6937104

The number of participants allowed is limited, so participants from the same location/institution are encouraged to initiate the remote access as a group, from a single line.
Presentation uploading:

Presenters (both oral and poster) are encouraged to submit their presentations ahead of time, by sending an email to Wanchun.Chen@noaa.gov with CC to Rene.Brown@noaa.gov. Ana.Carrion@noaa.gov and James.G.Yoe@noaa.gov. The preferred format is pdf or PPT. This will allow us to make the remote access possible through the JCSDA website, in addition to the webex.
Parking:

For parking, participants are invited to park in the NCWCP parking. Note that a Government-issued ID may be required. Please mention that you are attending the 11th JCSDA workshop. If the NCWCP parking lot is full, please use the spill-over parking across the street in the ESSIC parking lot. 
Access to the NCWCP building and Signing in:
The conference rooms reserved for the JCSDA workshop are located outside the NCWCP secure area and therefore a simple Government-issued ID (such as driver’s license, permanent residence cards) will suffice to attend the workshop. Please proceed to the security desk and sign in with your ID, before proceeding to the JCSDA workshop registration area, located outside the auditorium.
Transportation:
From Maryland:  Take I-495 East to exit 23A (Kenilworth Ave/MD-201 S).  Stay on 201 S and make a right onto River Rd.  Take the 1st right onto University Research Ct.  The NCWCP building is on the left.
From Virginia:  Merge onto I-495 OUTERLOOP/Capital Beltway/ toward Alexandria.  Take the I-295 N/National Harbor exit, EXIT 2A-B, toward Washington.  Keep right to take DC-295 N toward US-50 E (crossing into Maryland stay in Middle lane) to 201 North Kenilworth Ave).  Turn left onto River Rd. Take the 1st right onto University Research Ct.  The NCWCP will be the building on the left.
From Washington DC:  Take I-295 North (Middle lane) to 201 North Kenilworth Ave.  (Cross East-West Hwy/MD-410) left onto River Rd. Take the 1st right onto University Research Ct.  The NCWCP will be the building on the left.

By Metro:

The NCWCP is also accessible by taking the Green or Yellow Metrorail Line to the College Park/University of Maryland station. It is a 15-minute walk (to the east down River Road) from the station to the NCWCP.
Addition Useful Information for presenters:
Posters 

Please provide your poster in portrait format. Preferred poster size is A0 portrait format (approx. 47'' H x 33'' W; 118.9cm H x 84.1cm W). You can mount your poster with tape or pushpins (provided).

· Place the title at the top center of the poster.

· Use 72 point letters.

· Avoid hand drawn materials.

· Keep it simple.

· Do not post the pages of your paper.

· Make sure it has a logical flow.

· Use color, graphics, charts, and photos.

· Key points should be in large type.

· Do not try to tell the entire story on the panel.

· Save some key points for the one-on-one discussion.

· Check the program for the set up and presentation time for your session.

Oral Presentations 

Please refer to the program for your session date and time. All presentations should be saved as a PowerPoint file or as a .pdf and should be tested on a Windows machine prior to the meeting. Please bring your presentation on a USB flash drive or send it to us by email. Note: If your graphics or video clips are not imbedded in your presentation, please be sure that you bring them as well.

Please remember to number your slides, to make it easy for remote attendees to follow the presentations.

